Regional development – Nordic perspectives (7,5 ETCS)
Course convenors:
Senior lecturer Ida Andersson, School of Humanities, education and social science, Örebro University,
ida.andersson@oru.se
Professor Susanna Heldt Cassel, Centre for tourism and leisure research, Dalarna University,
shc@du.se
Professor Mats Lundmark, School of Humanities, education and social science, Örebro University,
mats.lundmark@oru.se
Course description:
The purpose of this course is to introduce contemporary discussions and debates on regional
development from a Nordic perspective. It will provide both theoretical conceptualizations and
empirical research perspectives with a special focus on the Nordic countries. Regional development is
a broad concept, and will be elaborated on and discussed taking into account the complexities and
multi-dimensional features of uneven development, decline and economic recovery, population
development, green transition and regionalization. The Nordic countries share several geographical
caractheristics that impacts regional development: the organization of the welfare state, many vast
sparesly populated areas, and big regional differences within each country. Nordic perspectives on
regional development are not well resperesented in the mainstream literature in regional
development, wherefor this course will provice useful perspectices that complements such literature.
Through a Nordic focus we will offer opportunities for comparative perspectives as well as discuss
common challenges and specificities of the Nordics, with emphasis on non-metropolitan regions.
The course participants will familiarize with and be challenged to problematize conceptualizations
relating to regional development such as the rural-urban divide, pheriphery, sustainable development,
regional policy, tourism and entreprenuship. The literature and lectures will cover a range of topics
targeting the potentials and challenges faced by different public and private actors working in regional
development in the Nordic countries. This includes issues of restructuring of industries and places,
opportunities and challenges facing people working and living in Nordic non-metropolitan regions. All
these topics are partly overlapping and will be tied together in the course through discussing and
analyzing local and regional examples from the Nordic countries, aiming to understand how social and
economic processes shape regional differences and specific local practices, and over time. As an
example: Tourism development is the most frequently used policy in the Nordic countries for regional
development in sparsely populated areas, what consequences does that generate for sustainable
development or the development of other sectors through out the Nordics? The course will offer a
general overview of concepts and current research as well as the opportunity to discuss specific cases
and practical development implications of general processes for Nordic regions and municipalities.
The course will take place during three separate meetings in Dalarna and Örebro (see below). During
these meetings, lectures given by invited leading researchers on regional development from the Nordic
countries will be held (preferably physically, however we plan for on-line lectures as an option). In the
course program, lectures will be mixed with seminar discussions, paper sessions and an excursion
(destination TBA).

Invited lecturers:
International guests doing research in human geography and other disciplines with relevance for
regional development from a Nordic perspective will contribute with lectures during the course.
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Planned form of examination:
Individual course papers marked pass/failed. Active participation in discussions and seminars required
in addition to paper.
Dates and organization:
The course is planned to be organized fall semester 2022 and consist of three meetings, each three
days long (starting noon day 1, ending noon day 3):
1st meeting: 5-7 October, Campus Örebro, Örebro University
2nd meeting: 26-28 October, Campus Borlänge/Falun, Dalarna University
3rd meeting: 30 November – 2 December, location TBA
Deadline for submitting course paper: 23 December 2022
Number of students:
Approximately 20 students. The course organizers aim to recruit partipants from all of the Nordic
countries, however priority will be given to PhD students enrolled at departments participating in the
national PhD programme in Human Geography.
Course fee:
There is no course fee, but participants will have to cover travel, accommodation etc. by own
arrangements. PhD candidates from Departments of Human geography in Sweden make
arrangements with their home institution.
Application
Deadline for applications: 15th of April 2022
Send application to: Ida Andersson (ida.andersson@oru.se). The application should include: name and
contact information, number of years in PhD Program, name of supervisor(s), short description of
thesis topic.

