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“The outstanding and fascinating contribution of Indigeneity and 
Decolonization is that it shows the deep interpenetration between the 
political and spiritual worlds of Aymara healers. Based on their ritual 
practices involving the body, mind, and nature, it offers us an important new 
way to think about decolonization as a process of healing the afflictions of 
history and the sickness of society. As the product of Burman's intimate 
engagement in the daily lives of the maestros, it is itself an example of the 
decolonization of ethnography.” 

— Sinclair Thomson, New York University 
 

“Indigeneity and Decolonization provides a detailed, rigorous, and 
committed insight into the fascinating creation and recreation of Aymara 
ways of being and feeling. It’s an indispensable guide to understand how, in 
the twenty-first century, traditions are maintained while novelties are added 
to Aymara knowledges and feelings, including humans as well as nature.” 

— Eduardo Gudynas, Latin American Center of Social Ecology 
(CLAES) 

 
ABOUT THE BOOK: 
 
Indigeneity and Decolonization in the Bolivian Andes: Ritual Practice and 
Activism explores how Evo Morales’s victory in the 2005 Bolivian 
presidential elections led to indigeneity as the core of decolonization politics. 
Anders Burman analyzes how indigenous Aymara ritual specialists are 
essential in representing this indigeneity in official state ceremony and in 
legitimizing the president’s role as “the indigenous president.” This book 
goes behind the scenes of state-sponsored multiculturalist ritual practices 
and explores the political, spiritual and existential dimensions underpinning 
them. 
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Hardback: ISBN 978-1-4985-3848-0   December 2016       282 pages           Regular price: $95.00 / After discount: $66.50 
eBook:      ISBN 978-1-4985-3849-7   December 2016       282 pages           Regular price: $94.99 / After discount: $66.49 
 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: 
 
Anders Burman is associate professor at the 
Human Ecology Division at Lund University. 
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