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A. Master of Science Programme (120 credits) in Human Ecology 
- Culture, Power, and Sustainability 
 
Credits: 120 credits 
Cycle: Second cycle 
Programme code: SAHEK 
 
The syllabus was approved by the Board of the Faculty of Social Sciences on 
23 April, 2009. The syllabus was revised by the Dean on 10 June 2010 and 
March 31st 2016. 
 
This syllabus is valid from autumn semester 2016. 
 
 
B. Learning Outcomes 
 
In accordance with the Swedish Higher Education Ordinance (ch.6, section 
4-5), for a degree of Master of Science (120 credits) with a major in Human 
Ecology students shall have demonstrated the ability to: 
 
Knowledge and understanding 

• understand the human dimensions of problems relating to 
environment and resource management, particularly regarding how 
environmental problems are generated, interpreted, and negotiated 
in different cultural and historical contexts; 

• understand how human consumption patterns, lifestyles, and 
identities interact with global economic processes and power 
structures, and how both consumption and its ecological 
consequences are distributed in the world; 

• assess the relevance of various research methods for different 
research issues in human ecology. 

Competencies and skills  
• analytically distinguish between natural, cultural, and societal 

aspects of the conditions for human livelihood and resource 
management, and to discuss the relative significance of these 
aspects in specific contexts; 

• critically and systematically integrate separate scientific 
perspectives into holistic understandings of human-environmental 
relations, in order to analyze and manage complex issues, even with 
access to incomplete information and limited time; 

• independently and creatively identify, articulate, and pursue  
competent research or management problems, skillfully applying 
adequate methods, and thus contributing to human ecological 
knowledge; 

 



• clearly assess, present, and discuss arguments and conclusions in 
oral and written form in dialogue with specialist and non-specialist 
groups, nationally as well as internationally.  

Judgement and approach 
• apply a cultural relativist perspective on human-environmental 

relations while acknowledging the biophysical limits within which 
they are enacted 

• understand how cultural concepts and conceptions about nature 
and society, including those generated by science, can serve as 
ideologies legitimizing or criticizing different kinds of social 
relations, for instance regarding competition, cooperation, power, 
gender, and diversity 

• recognize concerns about environment,  development, and 
sustainability as based on  immutable challenges to global human 
survival, but also as an arena for conflicts of interest, power, and 
uneven distribution 

• acknowledge the scientific, political, and moral implications of 
theories of ecologically unequal exchange and environmental load 
displacement 

• apply relevant ethical principles in relation to the collection and 
presentation of scientific data, and 

• identify their need of further knowledge and to take responsibility 
for developing their knowledge. 

 
In addition to these learning outcomes, on the completion of the 
programme students shall: 

• possess knowledge about scientific channels of communication, and 
be able to monitor the academic development within their field of 
study and employ referencing systems. 

 
 
C. Programme Description 
 
The programme provides trans-disciplinary perspectives and analytical 
tools for communicating in  competent ways about problems of 
sustainability. It represents an important complement to technological and 
natural science approaches to sustainability by focusing on the cultural 
dimensions of consumption and resource use, cultural perceptions of 
environment and economy, and social science perspectives on the global 
distribution of environmental problems. A central aim is to help students 
develop skills in communicating across boundaries separating the 
discourses of different disciplines, cultural traditions, or the interests of 
business, politics, and social movements. 
 
The programme is aimed at students who wish to gain advanced 
competence in Human Ecology. Examples of professions where such 
competence can be applied include education, journalism, environmental 
management, work in government and international agencies, and 
development aid. The programme also prepares students for postgraduate 
studies. 
 
 
 



D. Course Information 
 
The programme comprises a total of 120 credits, including a Master’s thesis 
of 30 credits. 
The first term begins with a profile course introducing the students to the 
main themes and issues of the programme. This is followed by courses in 
theory of science, where students are stimulated to advance their academic 
thinking and deepen their understanding of how knowledge is produced 
and reproduced, and in research methods, which provides the students with 
the skills required for independent research. 
 
The second term begins with another profile course directly related to the 
main theme of the programme. The profile course increases the students’ 
understanding and knowledge of human ecology through deepening their 
comprehension of theories and current research. 
 
This is followed, in the second half of the second term, by courses in theory 
of science and research methods. 
 
The third term consists of elective courses to be taken at Lund University or 
any other recognised university in Sweden or abroad. The courses are 
chosen with the approval of the programme manager, and enable students 
to tailor the programme to suit their particular interests 
 
During the fourth and last term students complete the programme by 
writing a thesis, which provides the students with the opportunity to 
demonstrate their understanding of theories, methods and argumentation. 
 
The courses are studied in the following order: 
 

• Culture, Economy, and Ecology, 15 credits (first half of the first 
term) 

• Theory of Science and/or Research Methods, 15 credits (second half 
of the first term) 

• Political Ecology, Consumption and Identity, 15 credits (first half of 
the second term) 

• Theory of Science and/or Research Methods, 15 credits (second half 
of the second term) 

• Elective courses, 30 credits (the third term) 
• Master’s Thesis, 30 credits (the fourth term) 

 
 
E. Degree 
 
On completion of the programme a degree of Master of Science (120 
credits) with a major in Human Ecology is awarded. To acquire a Master’s 
degree within the programme the student must have taken the courses 
required under D above (or corresponding courses at other universities). Of 
the required 30 course credits in theory of science and research methods, at 
least 15 credits must be in research methods and 7.5 credits in theory of 
science. 
 



It is also possible to acquire a degree of Master of Science (60 credits) with 
a major in Human Ecology after completion of the following required 
courses: 
 
1. Culture, Economy, and Ecology, 15 credits 
2. Theory of science and/or research methods, 15 credits (with at least 7.5 
credits in research methods) 
3. Political Ecology, Consumption and Identity, 15 credits 
4. Degree essay, 15 credits 
 
F. Admission Requirements and Selection Procedure 
 
To be eligible for the programme the student must have at least a Bachelor’s 
degree including three terms (1-90 credits) of studies in Human Ecology or 
another subject of relevance to the programme, e.g. anthropology, 
sociology, geography, environmental studies, or the equivalent. 
 
A good command of English language both spoken and written, equivalent 
to English B/6 (advanced) proficiency in the Swedish secondary system, is 
required. Equivalence assessments will be made according to national 
guidelines. 
 
Foreign students are exempted from the basic university requirement of 
commanding the Swedish language.  
 
The applicants estimated capacity to complete the programme is the 
primary criterion for selection. Students who fulfil the special eligibility 
requirements are selected on the basis of their previous study results 
(grades on courses and Bachelor’s degree essay), proficiency in English and 
letter of intent. 
 
 
G. Further Information 
 
The language of instruction is English, that is to say, lectures and seminars 
are given in English, examinations are in English, and students’ essays are 
written in English. Instructions regarding teaching and examination are 
given in the syllabus for each course respectively.  
 
Students who have completed studies equivalent to courses within the 
programme may apply to have these courses accredited.  
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